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CRDC Grassroots Grants:  
2020-21 guidelines for applicants 
 
Overview 
The Cotton Research and Development Corporation (CRDC) Grassroots Grant program is 
designed to stimulate grower-led projects that build the capacity of industry members and 
improve the communities in which they operate. 
 
The purpose of this funding is to help build and enhance skills and knowledge, and encourage 
sustainable financial, environmental and social growth across the cotton industry. 
 
More specifically the grant program seeks projects that: 

1. Increase networking between growers, consultants and researchers 
2. Grow the skills and knowledge base of cotton growers and their communities 
3. Grow the economic and/or social base of cotton grower groups and their communities 
4. Support, upskill and engage with new growers to the industry 
5. Strengthen collaboration across communities, across industries and regions 
6. Help with ground truthing and testing of research and development findings 
7. Help improve the levels of adoption of research and development outcomes 
8. Help improve the levels of adoption of myBMP. 

 
Projects that involve the broader community (such as partnering with schools etc) and those 
where growers learn from other growers are encouraged.   
 
Projects providing training workshops for existing staff, where there is a regulatory requirement for 
this training, may be supported for the running costs of the training (venue, catering etc) but will 
not receive a subsidy for the training component. 
 
Projects that have a financial (or in-kind) contribution from partners are looked upon favourably. 
 
Since the Grassroots Grants program commenced in 2011, CRDC has invested over $660,000 in 
77 projects across the cotton growing valleys – from weather stations to crop nutrition workshops.  
 
Eligible applicants 
Grassroots Grants funding is available to Cotton Grower Associations (CGAs). Cotton growers are 
unable to apply as individuals: instead, they are encouraged to discuss their idea with their local 
CGA.  
 
Eligible projects 
A broad range of projects are encouraged and a list of previously successful projects can be 
found at the end of this document. This list is intended to provide an indication of the types of 
projects that are supported. You are encouraged to discuss your potential project with a CRDC 
R&D Manager prior to submitting your application. 
 
Funding levels 
The maximum level of funding available is $10,000, however projects that demonstrate 
collaboration with more than one partner or that cover a wider geographical area may be 
considered for higher levels of funding. 
 
GST 
The GST on funding applications will be held as follows: 
 
If your CGA is registered for GST: 
If approved, funding will be provided from CRDC to cover costs but not to cover any GST.  
 



 
 

How this works: the CGA pays the full amount on an invoice (including the GST). The CGA then 
claims the GST amount paid back from the ATO. Funds from CRDC will have covered the balance 
remaining on the invoice. 
 
If your CGA is NOT registered for GST: 
If approved, funding will be provided from CRDC for the full invoice value.  
 
How this works: if an invoice is received with a GST amount included in the total, CRDC will have 
covered the full cost and CRDC will claim the GST amount back from the ATO. 
 
Timing 
Applications for the 2020-21 financial year will be accepted between 1 July and 30 November 
2020. If approved, the projects are expected to be implemented during the second half of the 
financial year.  
 
During the 2020-21 financial year there is a limited amount of funding available, so applicants are 
encouraged to apply as early in the funding period as possible. Projects may not be funded if: they 
do not meet the eligibility criteria; the funds have been exhausted for the year; or at the discretion 
of CRDC. 
 
Reporting 
Below is a table indicating the standard reporting process: 
 

Action Timeframe 
Submit grant application. Between 1 July and 30 November 2020 

CRDC reviews grant application and notifies 
applicant if successful. 

Within three weeks of submitting the 
application. 

CRDC provides successful applicants with the 
Grassroots Grant funding agreement. The 
agreement must be signed and returned to 
CRDC by the applicant, along with a tax 
invoice to CRDC for payment #1 (as outlined in 
contract).  

Within three weeks of submitting the 
application.  

Applicant receives funding agreed under 
payment #1.  

Within three weeks of returning the 
agreement and tax invoice.  

Project to be completed. By 30 June 2021. 

Applicant to provide a final report and 
financial report 

On completion of the milestones agreed to in 
the contract (preferably before 30 June 2021). 
Please note: if you have any issue in meeting 
the reporting due date, please contact CRDC 
to request an extension.  

Applicant to issue a final tax invoice to CRDC 
for the remaining agreed funding (payment 
#2, as outlined in contract). 

On approval of the final report by CRDC.  

 
Previously funded projects 
A list of all previously funded projects is available over the page. 
 
For more information: 
For more, please contact: 
CRDC 
P: 02 6792 4088 
E: research@crdc.com.au  
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