
What did we discover?
The research identified that every member of the 
Cotton Innovation Network is involved in research and 
development activity and they both lead and partner on 
projects. 

The distribution of effort across priority areas was 
largely as expected. The bulk of the research is being 
conducted in integrated farming systems including 
plant varieties ($28 million is invested across two 
priority areas).  All member organisations are involved 
in farming systems research so it is important that 
all organisations collaborate in this area to ensure 
we understand how the various research elements fit 
together.

The research found that two thirds of the investment 
focused on efforts that would provide benefits within 
five years. Almost 50 percent of the projects were 
scheduled to conclude or be reviewed at the end of the 
2012/13 and a further 20 percent would be reviewed or 
conclude at the end of 2013/14.

Almost 50 percent of project expenditure is relevant to 
more than one priority area. Those links are greater in 
the products and markets area, and least in the people 
and communities area. The cotton industry’s links to 
other industries are greatest for biosecurity, water, 
climate, and grains, reflecting common issues and 
shared land use.

What now?
This project has helped the Network define the RD&E 
required for each priority area over the next 10 years.  

It was identified that industry investment in research is 
a rolling three to five year collection of projects which 
provides a high degree of flexibility to adjust and 
reallocate as needed.  

The Network will use this greater understanding of 
our investment to sharpen our efforts and improve 
coordination in the three areas that benefit from 
increased collaboration – farming systems, products 
and markets and, development and delivery capability.

Where can I get more information?
For more information on the Network, please see the 
CRDC and National Primary Industries Research, 
Development and Extension Framework websites:

Or contact the Secretariat
Secretariat Cotton Innovation Network
c/- Cotton Research & Development Corporation
2 Lloyd St (PO Box 282) Narrabri  NSW  2390

Email: crdc@crdc.com.au     Tel: 02  6792 4088
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Key outcomes:

Cotton Innovation Network
Meeting Communique - 11 May 2022

Attendees: A.Greste (Chair), C.Rogan (Past Chair), I.Taylor (CRDC), J.Quinn (CSD), A.Kay (Cotton Australia), 
T.Dadswell (DAWE), A.Bowman (NSW DPI), P.Grundy (AACS, QLD DAF), F.Pettolino (CSIRO), B.Back (CCA)
Guest: Prof Mathew Morrell (QAAFI)
Apology: R.Jackson (NSW DPI), P.Graham (CSD), L.Copeland & Jim Pratley (ACAD), C.Downes (QDAF), J.Cameron.
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1.  Information Sharing 
Members shared industry and organisational information including:
• Cotton Australia - Crop size of 5.6-6 million bales, demonstrating cotton’s suitability to the variability of 

water supply in the Murray-Darling Basin. Election strategy: ag visa, water buybacks. RMP changes in Central 
Qld due to changing farming system. Supporting Agskilled: farm staff training and retention. Presence in 
Northern Qld and NT as area and interest grows.

• CSD –22,000ha grown in Northern Aust. Richard Williams Research Initiative developing research with three 
horizons: Core business; Explore & discover new expansions, New possibilities & competencies. Preparing for 
ExtendFlex release for 2022-23 season.

• CRDC - Strategic Plan development & Departmental performance review. Board tour of Northern Aust this 
week to understand challenges and R&D needs of the north. Notable innovation brought to industry through 
CRDC supported research: BioClay, RegrowAg, Spray hazard warning system, CQ farming systems research- 
(yielding 23.5b/ha), Business Research & Innovation Initiative (LX Design House and SwarmFarm Robotics).

• CSIRO – Myall Vale Infrastructure project near completion. Staff changes - Danny Llewellyn who has played 
a critical roll in GM Trait development is retiring after 40yrs with CSIRO. Campaign to recruit new and mid 
career researchers. Threads & Opportunities Symposium – May 23 to May 26th.

• ACDA– Federal Education Minister on leave and therefore little direction for the uni sector. ACDA autumn 
meeting discussing research and funding and is keen to understand what the future holds for ag R&D.

• DAWE – Release of the Digital Foundations for Ag Strategy: $30m commitment including National Centre 
for Digital Ag and eight Drought/Innovation Hubs. National traceability summit brought industry together to 
improve and map out the future for ag traceability.

• NSW DPI – Pesticide residue report concluded the risk by cotton pesticides has been reduced by around 62 
per cent. Other pesticides identified as potential threats and research aimed at reducing these threats. Team 
investigating threats and challenges of Nothern Aust production system. Fall armyworm research revisiting 
novel chemistry and MOA for possible management strategies. Southern valley research focused on foliar 
fungicide, low micronaire issues, BRR.

• QDAF – Challenges in distance and logistical issues conducting research in Northern Australia. Farming 
systems research - winter sown crops, ramulariopsis detected in NT cotton. 

• CCA - Changes in management roles to fit new Strategic Plan. Business support of members. Contribute to 
the planning of the Cotton Conference. 

• AACS - Cotton Conference planning: Complied a List of possible speakers and topics with CRDC and CSD.

2.  Strategic Discussion: 
• Prof Matt Morell (QAAFI): Overview of the role QAAFI plays. Ag research and innovation requires collaborating 

with other faculties & disciplines. Focuses on ways to value add our produce, pathways to commercialise 
research and develop new scientists. Predictive agriculture - crops and livestock genetics. 

• Sustainability – Recognising farming systems are the interface between ag and the environment.
• Co-design research focused on healthy agriculture and food industries, pesticide residues and fair trade.
• Zero net emissions CRC proposal - Ag sector makes up 14 per cent of Aust emmisions and ag is also a 

growth sector predicted to be worth $100 billion by 2030. 

Further Cotton Innovation Network information is available at: www.crdc.com.au/cotton-innovation-network. 

http://www.crdc.com.au/cotton-innovation-network

